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The summer before my senior year at Terra Nova, my family moved to Walnut
Creek so I graduated from Pleasant Hill High instead. After high school, I lived
and worked in San Francisco during the height of the 1960’s – saw every band
live that people dreamed of: Hendrix, Stones, Joplin, Doors – the list goes on. In
1972, moved to Sonoma and started a new life as Francine Marie, worked in the
vineyards, then the hospital as a phlebotomist. In 1976, I won a free cruise to the
Caribbean and decided to work in a job with more joy in it. I switched to being a
cruise travel specialist and have been doing that ever since!
Eleven years ago I met the love of my life, Steve, and we were married last
summer. We took an amazing cruise through the Mediterranean for our
honeymoon.
Steve’s two daughters live in California – Megg is working in the film industry and
Tessa is in college. When we’re not working our jobs (although mine’s from
home!), we cook, work in our large gardens, travel, and do home improvement
projects. We have lots of wonderful pets: a dog, two cats, two rabbits, and eight
chickens (for eggs). Steve is also a musician and has a grand piano in his studio.
I’ve been fortunate to travel to Alaska, Hawaii, and much of the United States. My
international trips have taken me to England, Germany, Netherlands, Switzerland,
France, Spain, Italy, Croatia, Malta, Greece, Turkey, Australia, New Zealand,
Mexico, Panama, Venezuela, and most of the Caribbean islands.

There are so many more places we hope to travel to. Italy is by far my favorite
thus far – a feast for all the senses! I’d still like to do a photo safari in Africa and
see the Amazon in Brazil.
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